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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 
Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll find a visitor’s 
card in the pew rack that you can fill out and either hand to 
an usher or drop in the offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late Sunday 
morning services.  We also have a room where parents can tend to little 
ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an usher for 
directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are available at 
Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t hesitate to 
ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 
communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful confidence 
when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  As he says 
of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my blood”; and 
of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at the 
head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving the 
wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to dip the 
host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune but 
would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting 
minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
 

 Worship Note:  Our church’s Presiding Bishop, the Rev. Elizabeth 
Eaton, recently encouraged all congregations of the ELCA to study the 
Catechism this Lent. With this mind we will use the Ten Commandments 
with Martin Luther’s explanations as our Confession of Faith during the 
season’s first five Sundays; and on the sixth, Palm Sunday, we will turn to 
Luther’s wondrous explanation of the Second Article of the Creed: “I 
believe in Jesus Christ….” For the latest English translation of the 
Catechism, see our hymnal at page 1160 and following.   
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Second Sunday in Lent 
March 8, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “God Loved the World,” Jacob Weber 

 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand as you are able 

In the name of the Father, and the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 
Most merciful God,  

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.   
 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song “Lift High the Cross,” #660 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you 
bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your 
promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Genesis 12:1-4a 

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 
you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
  4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
  The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  121:1-8 

 
Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

 

1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 
2My help comes | from the LORD, 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; Refrain 
 
5the LORD watches | over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
6the sun will not strike | you by day, 
  nor the | moon by night. 
7The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 
  and will | keep your life. 
8The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore. Refrain 
 

Second Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 
according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 
something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture 
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift 
but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who 
justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
  13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 
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heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but 
where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents 
of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the 
father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation “Word of God, Come Down on Earth,” #510 

 stanza 1 

Word of God, come down on earth, 
living rain from heav'n descending; 
touch our hearts and bring to birth 
faith and hope and love unending. 
Word almighty, we revere you; 
Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

Gospel John 3:1-17 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 

Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that 
you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs 
that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born 
from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after 
having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 
and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus 
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 
these things? 
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  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 
we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 
you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

Stand as you are able  

Song of the Day “God Loved the World,” #323 

Confession of Faith The Third and Fourth Commandment 

 
Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
What does this mean? 
 

We are to fear and love God, so that we do not despise preaching or 
God’s word, but instead keep that word holy and gladly hear and 
learn it. 
 

Honor your father and your mother 
What does this mean? 
 

We are to fear and love God, so that we neither despise nor anger our 
parents and others in authority, but instead honor, serve, obey, love, 
and respect them. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord in your mercy. . . 
. . . Hear our prayer. 
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Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
 

You may be seated 
 

Offering “Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying,” Sandra Eithun (8:30) 
“On Christ I Stand,” Benjamin Harlan (11) 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 
A higher plane than I have found, on Christ, the solid Rock, I stand. 

 
When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. (refrain) 

 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found! 

Dress in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. (refrain) 
 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

 
Stand as you are able 
 

Presentation of the Gifts “Create In Me” #188 
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Let us pray.  Receive, O God, 
our bodies and souls and all our talents, together with these offerings 
we bring before you.  For you have bought us to be your own, that we 
may live for you.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
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Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 
To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion “O Lamb of God,” #197  

“Around You, O Love Jesus,” #468 
“We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus,” #451 

 

Stand as you are able 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his 
body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with 
the power of his endless life, now and forever.  
Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Song “All Who Believe and Are Baptized,” #442 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude “All Who Believe and Are Baptized,” J. S. Bach 

 
“On My Heart Imprint Your Image,” Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703, tr. Peer O. Strumme; Music: DER AM KREUZ, Johan R. 
Koniz. 
“In Adam We Have All Been One,” Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House Setting © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1: Hymns 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Linda Herhuth (8:30); Christopher Peters (11) 
 

Lectors – Ruth King (8:30); Rachel Roeder (11) 
 

Communion Assistants – Eric Anderson, Alan Parrott, Lee Vysoky (8:30); 
William Baker, Ray Ling, Wendy Ling (11) 

 

Acolytes – Gavin Jennings (8:30); Adam Digney, Ella Pierse(11) 
 

Messiah Choir (11) – Directed by Connie Triplett 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Raffee Johns, Trish Kvasnicka(8:30);  
Russ Digney, Sid Gator (11) 

 

Greeters – Ellen & Frank Petak (8:30) 
Kathy & Pat Gallagher (11) 

 

Ushers – Ed Kus, Steve Swanson (8:30);  
Luke Howes, Ken Pillivant, Greg Prohaska, Gregory Prohaska (11) 

 

Trustee – Bruce Wolf 
 

Altar Guild – Debbie Luekens, Martha Trapp 
 

Nursery – Cathy Brewer, Noah Brewer (11) 
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In our Prayers 

 The Church, summoned to shine with hope in God in this very 
troubled world. 

 St. John Lutheran Church, Nashville, destroyed by last week's 
tornadoes 

 All who lost loved ones in the Nashville storms 

 Scientists and health officials worldwide who are studying and 
attempting to manage the coronavirus outbreak 

 The people of Afghanistan, Syria, and other places beset by enduring 
warfare 

 The ill: Carla Barrett, Reagan Fleming, Ed Kaylor, Jean Konfal, 
Dorothy Lewis, Gene Schmidtke, Fred Stull (father of Lindsay Rados), 
Edna Terhorst (mother of Linda Herhuth), Karen Wittrock 

 In mourning:Bruce Wolf and family on the death of his mother, 
Lorraine; Carolyn Flanagan and family on the death of her mother, 
Mary Chapin. 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 
 
March 7—PERPETUA and FELICITY, d. 202, catechumens who were 
martyred in a great persecution of Christians that broke out in Carthage, 
North Africa. 
 
March 10—HARRIET TUBMAN, d. 1913, and SOJOURNER TRUTH, d. 1883, 
African American Christians who escaped slavery and helped others do the 
same. 
 
March 12—GREGORY THE GREAT, d. 604, the pope and bishop of Rome 
who shaped European history by sending missionaries to preach to the 
Anglo-Saxon invaders of Britain.  

 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95, Romans 5:1-11, John 4:5-42 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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